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In recent years, Manchuria and the Japanese-created state of Manchukuo from
1931-1945 have become the subject of significant new research in both Chinese
and English. As the memories of World War II have faded and the historiography
of the Republican period has progressed from "party history" and "revolutionary
history" to an interest in wider and less ideologically-charged themes, studies of
Manchuria have begun to look beyond the questions of war-guilt and blame and
explore the events of 1931 and after as something approaching "normal" history.
Rana Mitter's study, The Manchurian Myth , promises to take this trend further
by deliberate confronting what he calls "the Manchurian myth" of savage Japanese imperialism and unremitting Chinese resistance that has formed the master
narrative of Chinese (and many post-war Western) accounts of Manchukuo.
After surveying the few strengths and many weaknesses of the Zhang Xueliang
regime (1928-1931) that preceded Japan's 1931 occupation of Manchuria (chapter 2), Mitter, University Lecturer at Oxford, examines collaborators (chapters 3
and 4), civilian resistance organizations in China proper (chapters 5 and 6), and
those actualy fighting in Manchuria against Japan (chapter 7). Limiting his study
to the first three years of the occupation (1931-1933), he aims to explain first
why it is that some resisted but most did not, and second, how the civilian resistance organizations based in Beiping (modern Beijing) used the military resistance to create what he calls, borrowing Henry Rousso's term in Vichy Syndrome ,
"resistancialism." In this discourse, small number of active fighters are represented as something vastly more significant than their actual numbers and indeed
identified with the nation itself.

Mitter used a wide variety of sources including the No. 2 Historical Archives
in Nanjing, the Liaoning Provincial Archives, and contemporary newspapers, as
well as recently published memoirs and document collections. The extensive use
of archival material and periodical literature and his only sparing use of memoirs
contributes to the reliability of this study of what is still a controversial topic.
Despite their appearance of giving the "behind-the-scenes" picture of information in the Republican period, memoirs published after 1979 are still heavily
influenced both by the PRC's official historical line and in more subtle ways by
the individual author's later experiences.
Despite Mitter's good historical judgement and the reliability of his conclusions, The Manchurian Myth does not entirely fulfill the expectations raised by
the dust-jacket blurbs. Numerous important themes of historical memory, of dilemmas of collaboration and resistance, of the sociology of nationalism, and of
military-civilian relations in the Republican period are introduced but not adJAH 36/2 (2002)
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Volume One (= Book II) discusses the various organs of the human body and
where acupuncture or moxibustion operations are performed at points of nerve
channels. Syndromes for needle therapy are discussed with examples. Chinese
elements in the text suggest a strong influence if not the original source for the
text with, perhaps, borrowings from other medical traditions as well as the inclusion of traditional Kalmyk medical practices. Volume Four (= Book I) discusses
JAH 36/2 (2002)

